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December 2011

Dear Parents & Carers,
Parents’ Evening


Many thanks to everyone for their support for last month’s parents evening – our average turnout was 71%, which really shows the commitment our families have to their children’s education.

The response to the questionnaires was very positive – 95% of our parents and carers think the school is good or better. Ofsted now has a parent’s website:

http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
They are encouraging parents to give them feedback on schools – it would be great if some of you could make use of this, so that your views on St Peters’ are taken into account by inspectors. Thank you. 
September Admissions

We always have a lot of pressure for reception class places in September.

If you have not already applied for a place for September 2012 (even if your child is already in our Nursery) you MUST fill in a form and return it before 13th January 2012. Forms are available from the school office and Mrs Clegg in the office will help.
Safeguarding

Please think carefully about using taxis to send or collect your child to and from school. Children travelling on their own are really not safe. Our staff are very caring, and there are always staff available at busy times, morning and evening, but it is the parents’ responsibility to keep their child safe outside of school hours, and on the journey to and from school. Thank you. 
Robinwood

We had a fantastic time at Robinwood - staff joined in with great enthusiasm, and the children had an amazing time, making lots of new friends as well. We had a lovely reunion with St Mary’s last week, and the week before, sharing memories and having fun together. Many thanks to the staff who gave up their own weekend to get cold, wet and muddy (not to mention scared…) with our children, who were, as ever, wonderful (and not a bit scared…).
Christmas Cards

Santa’s Post Box will be in the hall from Monday for children to post Christmas Cards.

We are now in our busiest time of year with the run up to Christmas and there are lots of things happening in school.  Please take a careful look at the dates below.
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Wednesday 14 December

School Christmas Dinner

If you normally have packed lunch and would like Christmas Dinner please send £1.80 to the school office marked with your child’s name and class.
Tuesday 13 December
KS1 Christmas Concert – 2.00pm
Thursday 15 December
KS2 Christmas Concert – 2.00pm
Friday 16 December
Foundation Stage Christmas Concert – 2.00 pm

We always run out of space at concerts, so please make sure you arrive early to get a seat – you also don’t want to miss the start!

Prams and buggies must be left in the ICT suite, and not taken into the hall.

Friday 16 December
KS1 party day
Autumn term reports sent home
Monday 19 December

Foundation Stage and KS2 party day

Tuesday 20 December
9.00 Gold Award – years 3, 4, 5 & 6
10.00 Gold Award – years N, R, 1 & 2
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Tuesday 20 December
11.30am – Carol Service in St Mary’s Church, joined by some pupils from St Peter’s.  Coffee and mince pies will be served in church from 11.00am prior to the service – all parents and carers are welcome.
School closes for Christmas.

Wednesday 4 January

8.50am – children return to school.

Winter Clothing

As usual our British climate is giving us lots of wet and cold weather.

Please make sure your child comes to school with a suitable coat and footwear.
Hats, gloves and scarves must be named as they often part company from their owners.

When really wet, children are welcome to come to school in wellies and change into pumps or shoes on arrival.
Attendance
Recently there have been a lot of children arriving late for school. School starts promptly at 8.50am every morning. Please ensure that you are giving your child enough time to get ready and get to school on time in the morning. By arriving late you child is missing valuable learning time and also disrupting the rest of the class.
Have a wonderful Christmas and New Year and I look forward to seeing all of our St Peter’s family in January.

Warm regards,

 Jean O’Neill
